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Commissioner for Patents 

The Reply Brief filed on March 8, 2006 has been entered and considered. The application has been forwarded to the Board 
of Patent Appeals and Interferences for decision on the appeal. 

It is noted that the issues in the Reply Brief appear to be presented now with different annotations than in the Appeal Brief 
filed on January 13, 2006, which issues were already addressed in the Examiner's Answer mailed on February 6, 2006. For example, 
Appellant's arguments with respect to the plurality of coincidence signals (Reply Brief, page 3) were addressed at page 5 of the 
Examiner's Answer, and Appellant's arguments with respect to the interrupt control circuit and switch of Sagane (page 4) were 
addressed at pages 9-10 of the Answer. Likewise, Appellant's arguments with respect to where and how the CPU receives the 
coincidence signals (page 4) were addressed at pages 6-8 of the Answer. 
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